
DDS School Council Meeting 

Monday, January 15 at 3:45pm 

In Person & Virtual Meeting 

 

Attendance:  Crystal McGregor, Mandy Zeinstra, Lori Neufeld, Crystal Neels, Mike Oliver, Laurell Greene, 

Michelle Marti, Willow Baarda, Janae Emond, Danielle Ross. 

• Welcome & Call to Order: 3:45pm  

• Agenda: Approved by Danielle 

• Previous Minutes: attached to email.  Approved by Laurell 

• Business arising from previous minutes:  No business arising. 

• New Business:  Thank you to Mike and Palliser for listening to concerns and developing and carrying 

out a new bus policy in regards to the cold weather.  Mike will pass this on to the board. 

• Principal’s Report (Crystal McGregor):   

-Because of most people joining online, Crystal will hold off on going through the Education Results until 

Februarys meeting. 

-  Crystal spoke with Tom Hamer (Palliser Learning Services) about getting the outside sign up and 

running.  He guided her through how to make a proposal for funding.  Some steps include consulting 

parents on which features and functions they would like to see and contacting to town to check the 

bylaws regarding things like digital signs.  Some questions would be: Do we want to include community 

partners (example: Soccer registration announcement)?  Software fees would apply and would be the 

schools responsibility to cover.  It will be a 1-2 year process which Crystal is willing to see through if it is 

something we are wanting to get done.  Mike suggested talking to PBHS as they had their sign repaired 

recently.  Crystal will gather ideas and costs. 

-Mini Volleyball has started for the grades 4, 5 and 6 students.  The turnout has been great.  There will 

be an ‘end of season’ tournament during school on February 15th.   

• Trustee’s Report (Mike Oliver):  Full report attached.  Additional notes: 

-Sadly there was not enough students to form a junior high basketball team at PBHS 

-Palliser budget is still in more of a deficit than anticipated.  One of last years goals was the increase EA 

wages to make Palliser a competitive place to be employed but they are needing to increase wages 

further to make that happen.  The goal is to be able to keep valued EA staff.  Mental health continues to 

be a large cost with even more needed to put towards mental health support.   

• Hot Lunch Report (Laurell Greene):  1 more hot lunch happening this month. Sloppy joes on January 

25th.  For February there will be pasta on the 8th and stroganoff on the 29th.  Mandy is not able to help on 

the 8th so this day Laurell could especially use more help.  Even if its just at 11:00 for serving.   



• Treasurer’s Report (Mandy Zeinstra):  There will be $495 in the account when all of the hot lunch costs 

are caught up. 

• Betterment Report:  Casino account $15808.95, general account $31388.95.   

- DDS teachers have compiled a wish list for items need to spend the casino money before the 

deadline.  Michelle has asked that they prioritize it so we can make sure the most urgent items 

get purchased and go from there.  We will go through the list at the February meeting. 

 

 

• Around the table:  Willow asked how the new counsellor was working out if/how she was being 

utilized.  Crystal expressed how pleased she has been with Reese and what a great fit she has 

been to DDS.  She has been working with kindergartens as a group as well as other more 

targeted situations.  She is at DDS two full days a week but can come more if she is needed.  She 

spends her other days at PBHS. 

• Palliser will be looking at the draft calendar for 2024/2025 tomorrow and going through 

feedback.   

 

• Adjournment: @ 4:34, Next Meeting February 26th @ 3:45.  This would have been the later meeting 

but attendance is higher at the earlier meetings.   



 



 



 


