
DDS School Council Meeting 

Monday, April 15 at 3:45pm 

In Person & Virtual Meeting 

Attendance: Online:  Stephanie Winch, Crystal Neels, Willow Baarda.  In person: Rory and 
Ashley Mcleod, Ashley Cleghorn, Ashley Angenent, Laurell Greene, Mandy Zeinstra, Danielle 
Ross, Michelle Marti, Crystal McGregor, Julie Milne, Jodi Gurr, Crystal VanRaay, Cristina Fehr, 
Avelina Guenter. 

• Welcome & Call to Order @ 345 

• Agenda: Approved by Laurell 

• Previous Minutes: attached to email. Approved by Mandy  

• Hot Lunch Report (Laurell Greene):  April 25 will be chilli and a bun.  There is sufficient help.  
There has been a lot of people offer to help, hoping to be able to do two groups next year so 
everyone doesn’t have to come to every hot lunch.  Juice is going well. The kids don’t seem to be 
missing it and it has been easier for the teachers as well as the hot lunch moms. 

• Principal’s Report (Crystal McGregor):  There is music therapy happening this week.  Andrew 
with Pathway music will be working mostly with the early learners.  There will also be therapeutic 
drumming happening Thursday afternoon for students.  The staff will also be taking part Thursday 
after school.  This is an FCSS sponsored program. 

-Provincial achievement tests will be happing for Grade 6 students soon.  Numeracy and English 
Language Arts have been cancelled due to the new curriculum and moved to a pilot study.  Grade 
6’s at DDS will be taking part in the pilot.  There will still be PAT’s for Social Studies and Science.   

-Developmental check ups taking place this Friday as well as May 24th for the early learning 
students coming up next school year. 

-Last meeting we discussed the November 1st site based PD day.  PBHS not in favor of this date.  St. 
Catherines has chosen November 8th.  Council is still in favor of November 1st, Crystal will work on 
this. 

-Field trips and busing have been coordinated for this year.  The $5000 from school council should 
cover everything. 

Danielle motioned to spend $5000 for student field trips, Mandy seconded, all in favor. 

-Grades 1 and 2 are going to Nikka Yuko Japanese gardens, Grades 3 and 4 are going to Head 
Smashed in Buffalo Jump and the Fort Macleod spray park, Grade 5’s are going to Fort Whoop up 
and Grade 6 is going to Frank Slide, the Bellevue Mine and ending with a sleep over at the school.  
The Grade 6 sleep over will be on May 30th. 

• Trustee’s Report (Mike Oliver):  Attached. 



-Discussion regarding time table:  Palliser is proposing ‘recess’ for Junior High and High School 
Students.  This would mean a 15 minute break in the morning and afternoon, as well as a 45 minute 
lunch break.  Crystal brought and sent out the studies Palliser has regarding how it would be 
beneficial for the students to have mental health breaks.  This would mean a longer day on Friday.  It 
is still unclear how this will affect the school hours but will mean a later dismissal on Friday in order 
to maintain instructional time.  No one in attendance was in favor of this due to more school hours 
for Elementary students as well as possible implications on mental health for Junior High students 
having more uninstructed ‘free’ time that could be used negatively.  Mike Oliver will take feedback 
back to the next Palliser meeting. 

• Treasurer’s Report (Mandy Zeinstra):  Same as last meeting.  Waiting for payments and to pay 
Laurell for Hot Lunch items. 

• Betterment Report:  No change from last meeting.  Looking for new members and to have a 
meeting soon.  Please contact Michelle if anyone is interested in joining the betterment society. 

• Council Business:   

Engagement Grant: 

a) Alison Lux Art evening - $150/hr plus supplies (could include children) 

b) Smudge Art Studio – $468 for 12 artists, 1 hr 11x14 canvas to include children. $39 for 
additional  

artists up to a max 30, plus $75 mileage fee. 

-Council agreed to go with Alison Lux.  Crystal VanRaay will coordinate this.  Hoping to possibly 
break up the evenings and have separate nights for Divisions 1 and 2.  If anyone has any ideas on 
what activities to do that would be great.  Alison can do many different projects.  Hoping to spend 
the full amount between paying Allison for her time and supplies. 

Ashley Cleghorn motioned to spend $1500 from the engagement grant for this.  Laurell seconded, 
all in favor. 

Administrative Professional Day – Gift for Crystal S 

-Agreed to do the same as previous years ($75 gift card to Cattlemans Chop House) 

Mandy motioned to spend the $75, Ashley Cleghorn seconded, all in favor. 

Education Week – Staff lunch $25/person plus GST from Cattlemen’s (Protein, seasonal 
veggies &  

potatoes) 

-Everyone agreed to continue with this again this year.  Tuesday May 14th works best for staff.  They 
will need about 5 parents to help at recess that day while the staff enjoys their lunch.  Please let 
Michelle know if you can help. 

Mandy motioned to spend $700 on lunch, Crystal VanRaay seconded, all in favor. 



-Stage lighting  

2 LED 4 rack with basic controller and stand, 1 slightly more advanced controller, 3 data 
cables and  

commissioning of system = approx $2500 

-Everyone in favor of putting in the stage lighting. 

Crystal VanRaay motioned to spend $2500, Ashley Cleghorn Seconded, all in favor. 

Around the table: 

-AGM will happen prior to the next meeting. All positions are open for nominations.  

Needing to fill the treasurer position as Mandy will be stepping down, as well as Chairperson as 
Michelle would like to step down into a supportive role for her last couple of years. 

Please let Michelle know if you would like to fulfill a position or nominate someone. 

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 4:49, Next Meeting Monday May 27th @ 3:45pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


